
By Darren Hornby, Executive Director
Baraboo Area Chamber of Commerce

Last month we capped 2019 
with the Annual Meeting and 
Dinner. I’m now making my year-
end reports to the City of Baraboo 
and Village of West Baraboo. So 
we’re ready to move on to new 
initiatives for 2020!

I hope you’ll be able to attend 
the Economic Forecast Summit 

today. Dr. Steven 
Deller will share 
his insights in a 
talk here at the 
Visitor Center. You 
can still register!

That’s just the 
beginning of the 
exciting new offer-

ings we have planned.
One of my goals for this year 

is to hold Industry Roundtables, 
where our members in various 
business sectors can discuss com-
mon challenges and share success-
ful strategies.

I also plan to bring back Wake 

Up Baraboo events. Our monthly 
Business After 5 events enjoy a 
great response, but evening net-
working sessions don’t work for 
all our members. Bringing back 
the Wake Up Baraboo breakfast 
meetings will allow all you “morn-
ing people” out there to meet each 
other and get involved with the 
Chamber! If you’d like to host 
Wake Up Baraboo at your busi-
ness, please reach me by email at 
director@baraboochamber.com.

In addition to those two proj-
ects, I’ll be working with my staff 
and our partners to secure a Joint 
Effort Marketing grant from the 
state Department of Tourism. We 
are working on an application for 
a grant that would give the Cham-
ber and its partners an additional 
$39,000 to spend next year on 
marketing. Those funds would al-
low us to promote the community 
- and the Discover Real Baraboo 
brand - far and wide.

Our efforts began with a work-
shop last week, led by Spa Serenity 
owner Lacey Steffes. We’ve been 

in touch with the Department of 
Tourism and will work with its 
staff to ensure the application is 
successful.

Due this spring, the applica-
tion will detail the research that 
culminated in creation of the 
Discover Real Baraboo brand, and 
will outline the marketing efforts 
the Chamber and its partners 
have planned for the coming year. 
Winning the grant would allow us 
to undertake promotional projects 
- from advertisements to social 
media campaigns to a virtual tour 
guide - that the Chamber couldn’t 
typically afford with its modest 
marketing budget.

Wish us luck, won’t you? I hope 
to see you soon: If not at today’s 
Economic Forecast Summit, then 
at the Business After 5 event 
February 17th at Cell.Plus/U.S. 
Cellular, or perhaps at a Wake Up 
Baraboo event.

Now that we’ve seen the dawn of 
a new year, we here at the Cham-
ber are ready to rise and shine! 
WAKE UP, BARABOO!
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ANNUAL DINNER

Some 270 members attended the Chamber’s Annual Meeting 
and Dinner on January 16th, enjoying food and drinks from 
several member businesses before the program and awards.

^ COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD: BARABOO YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

^ TOURISM AWARD: DEVIL’S LAKE STATE PARK
< BUSINESS OF THE YEAR: COFFEE BEAN



ANNUAL DINNER

The festivities 
at Baraboo 
Arts Banquet 
Hall included 
live music by 
Shawndell 
Marks (above 
right) before 
dinner and the 
Hoot Owls (left) 
afterward. As 
the program 
concluded, 
Darren led 
the group in 
a champagne 
toast to another 
successful year 
in 2020.

^ PRESIDENT’S AWARD: RAEGEN TRIMMER

^ RISING STAR AWARD: BALANCED ROCK WINERY



Business after 5 AT balanced rock

Balanced Rock Winery kicked off the Chamber’s 2020 slate of 
Business After 5 events on January 20th by drawing a capacity 
crowd. Dozens of Chamber members came to sample Balanced 
Rock’s wine flavors and a delicious array of snacks. Co-owner 
Matt Boegner reflected on the winery’s first year of operation 

and detailed future plans. Balanced Rock won the Rising Star 
Award from Chamber members last month. The next Business 
After 5 event is set for Monday, February 17th at Cell.Plus/US 
Cellular. Business After 5 events for the rest of the year are 
set, with details to come.

Business After 5 
2020 schedule

January - Balanced  Rock Winery
February - Cell.Plus/US Cellular
March - Agrace Hospice
April - HealthSource Chiropractic
May - Baraboo State Bank
June - Wildside Adventure Sports
July - International Crane Foundation
August - SSM Health St. Clare Hospital
September - Ski-Hi Fruit Farm
October - Don-Rick Insurance
November - Aspire Salon Suites
December - Ho-Chunk Gaming



Agrace Hospice recently expanded its Baraboo office at 1670 South Boulevard! Agrace offers around-the-clock care 
on a regional basis, and its added space allows for training and other operations.  

Mary Dressen 
wins Gem Award!
On January 28th, Mayor 
Mike Palm officially con-
firmed what we’ve known for 
some time: Mary Dressen is 
a gem.

The Pizza Ranch co-owner 
was awarded the Baraboo 
Gem Award for the support 
she and husband Ken have 
given community causes 
since opening their Baraboo 
restaurant.

ribbon cutting: agrace hospice

january recap
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Welcome to Stage III Theatre for Youth, 
which recently moved into new digs at the 
Baraboo Civic Center. Stage III presents 
children’s plays each spring, giving local 
students opportunities to act; create stage 
sets and props; and run lighting and sound 
systems. The nonprofit’s new two-room 
home features a rehearsal stage and stor-
age for props and costumes.

ribbon cutting: STAGE III THEATRE

https://barabooccs.com/


Economic Forecast Summit
3 p.m. Monday, February 3
Visitor Center
Dr. Steven Deller, a professor of agricultural and applied economics 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, will provide his outlook on 
the economy. The event will start with registration and networking 
at 3 p.m., followed by Deller’s presentation at 3:30.
Register here

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Business After 5
Cell.Plus/U.S. Cellular
Monday, February 17th from 5-7 p.m.
Visit our Partner Package sponsor Cell.Plus, the local authorized 
U.S. Cellular agent, iand help the staff celebrate the business’ 25th 
anniversary.
Register here

Sit Down with Sandy
Thursday, February 13th, Noon-1 p.m.
Visitor Center
Learn more about the online Member Information Center (MIC), 
set up your login and learn more about maximizing your online 
membership benefits. Please bring a laptop.
Register here

New Member Orientation
Thursday, March 5th, Noon-1 p.m.
Visitor Center
We will be covering: Mission, Membership, Services, Events, 
Tourism, Communication, and How to Get Involved. Open to new and 
not-so-new members! 
Register here

Thank you to Pizza 
Ranch providing lunch 

for the January Board of 
Directors meeting!

BOARD LUNCH

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07egv538h44248da6f
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07egvgm9hif5fa1eaf
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07egsi31xj54b8ee4f
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07egsi5wfy2e7b15b2


Applications to participate in the 
2020-21 session of the Sauk Coun-
ty Institute of Leadership are now 
available online.

SCIL is a leadership laborato-
ry that helps participants explore 
leadership philosophies and meth-

ods, expand their skills to promote 
personal and community changes, 
think critically to analyze and ad-
dress issues, and build collaborative 

networks.
The “early bird” deadline to apply 

for SCIL is May 1. The final dead-
line to apply is June 1.

Interested individuals should 
complete the application on the 
SCIL website and turn it in.

Enroll in Sauk County Institute of Leadership

https://campus.uwplatt.edu/continuing/executive-education
https://campus.uwplatt.edu/continuing/executive-education
https://saukcountyinstituteofleadership.org/apply2020
https://saukcountyinstituteofleadership.org/apply2020


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH

BARABOO STORE AFTER 5

 DELICIOUS SELECTION OF CATERED FOOD

ADULT BEVERAGES INCLUDED

FREE GIFT FOR EVERYONE & DRAWINGS FOR GREAT PRIZES

“CELL PHONE HISTORY” DISPLAY

CELEBRATE WITH US

IN BUSINESS!

Baraboo:  906 State Hwy 136 
(608) 356-9380

REGISTER HERE!

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07egvgm9hif5fa1eaf
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=t4wi7yiab&oeidk=a07egvgm9hif5fa1eaf

