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The Baraboo Area Chamber of Commerce 
Providing leadership for economic and community vitality. 

Mark your calendar!  

The next Business After 5 Networking Event 

is Monday, November 7, 5 -7 pm at the 

Chamber Visitor Center hosted by  

Baraboo Area United Fund.  Join us to 

learn more about the agencies who receive 

funding and about BAUF while enjoying the 

company of your fellow members! 

A Biz/5 Door prize donated by 

Johnsen Insurance is always a 

part of each Business After 5 

event.  Thank you Bill Johnsen 

for supporting your Chamber!  

Was that snow? 

Yes, I know it was...and it really started me thinking 

about the upcoming holiday season. 

 

I love Thanksgiving ñ the family, friends and food ñ 

AND the Packers playing the Lions.  And Thanksgiv-

ing leads into the òofficialó holiday shopping season. 

There is so much going on in the Baraboo area in 
November and December and a lot of it revolves 

around our retail environment.  

  

Many of you members arenõt retailers, but I think 

most of you shop as part of your holiday prepara-

tions.  Whether itõs food, gifts or something else, I 

hope you think local first and Madison, the Dells or 

on-line retailers second. 

 

This is a list of 10 Reasons to Shop Local.   I also 

have this on the homepage of the Chamber website 

for you to print off and share.  Please read through 

to remind yourself and share with your family and 

friends as you gather to give thanks for all you have.  
If we all strive to keep our money local, weõll all have 

a better year ñ including the holiday season and 

beyond. 

This doesnõt just mean retail shopping ñ it is also all 

of our local businesses that offer service of any kind. 

 

1. Shopping local creates jobs.  Shops in our 

town create local employment and self-

employment.  These people in turn spend in the 

local economy. 

2. Local independent shops invest more in 

our community.  Local businesses are pro-

portionally more generous in their support of 

local charities, schools, and community events.  

So supporting local shops means a financial 

impact on our community. 

3. Local shops sell a wide range of great 

products at affordable prices.  When peo-

ple expand their shopping base in order to find 

the best prices, they often discover that the  

best product choices, variety and prices are in their 

own community. 

4. Shopping local saves you money.  When 

shoppers calculate the cost of their time, gas, 

car-wear and delivery fees, they find that local 

stores often have the best deals. 

5. Shopping local retains our communities.   

One of the best ways to ensure that a commu-

nity continues to attract new residents and 

businesses is to have a great local customer 

base of shops and service providers.  

6. Shopping local retains our distinctiveness.   

Independent stores create distinctive shopping 

experiences and stock different products.  Local 

businesses respond more quickly to the needs 

of local customers, stocking products to meet 

the changing populationõs needs. 

7. Shopping local saves the environment.  

Local shops often stock a high percentage of 

locally-sourced goods which do not require 
long car journeys, helping to reduce our global 

footprint. 

8. Local shops are for everyone.  Most people 

can get to their local shops easily and this is 

especially important for the elderly, young peo-

ple, and those without transportation. 

9. Local shops value you more.  Evidence 

from numerous surveys show people receive 

better customer care and service locally.  These 

businesses survive by their reputation and re-

peat business which means you get a higher 

standard of service. 

10. Shopping local saves services.  Private and 

public sector services cluster around shops 

because customers appreciate the convenience 

of completing their shopping service visits in 

one trip. 
 

I wish you a happy, healthy, prosperous and 

safe November and Thanksgiving!  

 

Itõs a great day in Baraboo! 

Debra Bauer, Your Executive Director 
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Submit your company 

news to keep your 

fellow Chamber  

members informed 

about your business! 

Your Baraboo Area  
Chamber of Commerce 
staff and contact info: 
 
Debra Bauer 
Executive Director 
dbauer@baraboo.com 
 
Sandy Gavin 
Office Assistant 
info@baraboo.com 
 
600 W. Chestnut St. 
P.O. Box 442 
Baraboo, WI 53913 
 
(608) 356-8333 
(800) 227-2266 

Member News & Announcements  
The Coffee Bean  

Connection is scheduled to 

open in their new location at 701 

Oak St. on Wednesday, Novem-

ber 9.  Check their Facebook 

page for updates! 

The Little Village Café is expanding their 

hours!  Starting Thanksgiving weekend, they 

will be open 7 days a week.  New hours are: 

MonñThur 11 to 8 

FriñSat 11 to 9 

Sun 11ñ4 

Happy hour specials are M-Th 4-6 pm.  They 

are also welcoming a new Chef starting that 

weekend.  Austin Blacker will join them after 

just graduating from Johnson and Wales 

Culinary School. 

Hager & Associates/Ameriprise Financial is hosting 2 FREE seminars being held at the 

Chamber Visitor Center: 

Thursday, November 10, 12ñ1 pm 

òLessons Learned:  Actions You Can Take After the Great Recessionó.  This seminar is geared to profes-

sionals ages 25ñ55. 

Wednesday, November 16, 9ñ10 am 

òMaximizing Your Social Security Benefitsó.  This seminar is for pre-retirees and retirees. 

Please RSVP to 356-6675 with number attending. 

Elite Bakery is now open at their NEW location, 

648 W. Mulberry St., behind the new Culvers. 

Their new hours are:   

Tues ñ Fri 7 amñ4 pm 

Sat 7 amñ2 pm 

Stop in and check it out! 

In appreciation and consideration of the very 

busy theatrical calendar and fundraising 

events of our sister charitable organizations 

scheduled during November, weõve decided 

to reschedule to a more opportune, less 

hectic time of the year.   

We hope a date change will enable everyone 

to help us celebrate our accomplishments as 

we begin our 11th year of service to our 

community. 

Watch your Chamber Review newsletter for 

exciting event information coming soon! 

An Important Announcement 

about our Celebration Dinner!  

Member Spotlight 

Elite Bakery & Catering 
648 W. Mulberry St. 
Debbie & Michael Althen 
 

Debbie and Michael began their catering opera-
tions over 26 years ago and their bakery 4 years 
ago.   
ñAfter being in the restaurant business for 4 years, 
we started catering.  It took off so well we decided 
that the catering business would be a better fit for 
us,ò Debbie states.  So in 1997, they went from a 
restaurant/caterer to strictly catering.  The catering 
allows them more flexibility than a brick and mortar 
operation. 
Even so, they decided to add the bakery 4 years 
ago because they felt that the quality of the bakery 
goods and cakes would make an excellent addition 
to what they were doing with their catering opera-
tion. 
ñSome of the greatest pleasures in our catering and 
bakery business is when customers tell us what a 
wonderful service and product we provide.ò  They 
often get thank you cards from clients who continue 
to talk about the great meal weeks after an event.  

ñWe love to see bakery customers return for a partic-
ular bread that is their favoriteò, Debbie writes.  ñItôs 
also great being a part of special events with our 
cakes for special occasionsò. 
The toughest challenge right now is their business is 
a ñspecialty operationò ð something people will do 
without in the tough economy.  Some people will 
order cheese or meat trays and then prepare the rest 
of a special event themselves, to cut down on costs, 
instead of having the whole event catered. 
The Althens moved the bakery over to the new loca-
tion to have all products, services and staff in one 
location.  Debbie says itôs been a challenge, but will 
soon offer everything they did in the downtown loca-
tionðincluding soups and sandwichesðwhich will 
start in a few weeks. 
ñWhat sets us apart from other similar businesses is 
a quality product at a good price.  We take extra ef-
forts to make things that not only taste exceptional 
but are beautifully presented.ò  They also insist on 
great customer service.  Which is why their motto is:  
For a grand culinary experience your guests will al-
ways remember.   
Debbie also says, ñWeôve been a Chamber member 
from year one.  The Chamber offers good information 
to the public and take extra effort to recommend 
Chamber members to visitors and locals.ò 
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The 2011 Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet 

sponsored by CenturyLink  was a huge success!  

Over 160 members and guests enjoyed the delicious 

buffet provided by the Clarion Hotel & Conven-

tion Center ; the enthusiastic talk by guest speaker 

Stephanie Klett, Secretary of WI Dept. of Tourism; the 

informative talk by Wally Purdun of CenturyLink; the 

fellowship of Chamber members and the announce-

ment of the Chamber Award winners! 

A special thank you to our sponsor, CenturyLink , 

for supporting your Chamber. 

Many thanks to the Chamber Ambassadors, Board of 

Directors, and the Clarion staff for making it such an 

enjoyable evening. 

And thank you to all who attended! Congratulations to all Award Winners!  

Business of the Year:  Don -Rick Insurance  

Tourism Award:  Ho -Chunk Gaming  

Retail Award:  Coffee Bean Connection  

Community Service:  Ken & Mary Dressen/

Pizza Ranch 

Presidentõs Award:  Devilõs Lake State Park 

Presidentõs Achievement Award:  Don Trimmer  



Page 4 

Member Benefit: 
You can advertise your 
business in the next 
Chamber Review! 
Business card-size 
ads are just $20 an 
issue and if you want 
to include an insert, a 
double-sided insert is 
just $100 an issue plus 
125 paper copies. 
Youôll reach a captive 
audience of over 450 
who receive the news-
letter electronically 
along with another 125 
who receive the print 
edition. 
Just give us a call at 
the Chamber if youôre 
interested! 

Recent Ribbon Cuttings 

GNC  

St. Clare  

Meadows 

Anytime Fitness  

A big Thank You to Farm & Fleet and 

WalMart for making the Chamber Visitor Cen-

ter much more attractive and welcoming this past 

summer with their donation of flowers, mulch and 

pots.  And thank you to Bill Brown for  

his green thumb! 

Another benefit of your 

Chamber Membership:  
 

The sales of our Chamber Gift 

Certificates really grows during 

November and December. 

If you are a member that ac-

cepts the certificates at your 

business, you may include a 

coupon, special event notice or 

special offer to Gift Certificate 

buyers! 

Just get your offer to the 

Chamber and weõll include it in 

the certificate envelope. (#10 

envelope) 

Weõll put your business name 

in the hands of hundreds of 

people in the next 2 months. 
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That special time of year is almost here... 
ΦΦΦǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ [ƛƎƘǘ tŀǊŀŘŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ 
²wtvΗ   
!ǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊŀōƻƻ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǝƳŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ Lb ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊŀŘŜΦ 
¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ 
άƅƻŀǘέ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀΧ 
9ŀŎƘ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜ 
ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛƎ ōƻȄ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǘŀƎέΦ  {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ 
!ƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ τ ȅƻǳ όƘŀǊŘƭȅύ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅπ
ǘƘƛƴƎΗ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƎƛƊ ōƻȄŜǎ !b5 ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗ  όhǊ 
ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŀũ ƳŜƳōŜǊ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘΦύ 
¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
ŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀ ƴƻƳƛƴŀƭ Ϸор ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
ŎƻǎǘǎΦ  !ƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƭŜƊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƊŜǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Řƻπ
ƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ DƛǾƛƴƎ ¢ǊŜŜΦ 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ŀǘ орс-уооо ƻǊ 
Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ {ŀƴŘȅ όƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ƳƻŘŜƭύ ŀǘ ƛƴŦƻϪōŀǊŀōƻƻΦŎƻƳΦ 
²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ¸h¦Η  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ млΦ 

You could win VIP tickets to the Christ-

mas Light Parade sponsored by WRPQ! 
Just drop your name or business card in the raffle 

box at any Chamber event or at the Chamber of-
fice by Friday, November 18  at noon and youõll 

be entered into the drawing.  At noon, weõll draw 

6 winners who will receive 2 tickets each . 

Winners get tickets for the pre-parade party at 

the Garden Party, VIP reserved bleacher seats 

for the parade plus a sway bag of goodies! 

Not sure what to give that special someone at 

the holidays?  Need a hostess gift?  Need a gift 

for that in-law that doesnõt really like you,  

but you want to impress? 

Give Chamber Gift Certificates!  They 

can be redeemed at over 150 locations in 

the Baraboo area and help promote our area 

businesses. 



Calendar of Chamber & Member Events (visit baraboo.com for more info about events) 
 

 

Nov 3ñ13  Miracle on 34th StreetñThe MusicalñAl.Ringling Theatre.  The tale of a skeptical girl who 
  doubts the existence of Santa Claus, set to music.  Nov 3-5, 10-12 showtime is 7:30 pm.  Nov 6 & 
  13 show time is 2 pm.  www.baraboo-theatreguild.org, 356-8864 for prices. 
Nov 5  Baraboo Rotary Club presents 2nd Annual Trivia NightñClarion Hotel & Convention Ctr., 
  Cash prizes, silent auction, raffles and games all evening.  Costumes encouraged. 6 ð 10 pm, 
  $25 per person, corporate sponsorships available. 
Nov 7  Chamber Business After 5 hosted by Baraboo Area United Fund ñ Chamber Visitor Center, 
  5ð7 pm.  Networking, information, refreshments.  See you there! 
Nov 11  Fish Fry at St. Joseph Church.  All you can eat cod fish fry.  Carry outs and delivery to home
  bound available.  St. Joseph School Gym, 356-4773, 5ð7 pm.  $11 general, $10 carry outs, $9 
  seniors & $5 kids. 
Nov 12  2nd Annual Hungry 4 Some Supper Myself 5K/10K Walk RunñPierce Park.  Event created to 
  help Chris Rectorôs family & friends celebrate his life and to help the community. 10 amðnoon. 
  Registration prior to event.  $25 before 11/9, $30 after. 
Nov 17  Spirit of Life-Supporting the Hospice JourneyñWilderness Resort Conference Center.  
  Annual event benefitting the St. Clare Hospice House Resident Fund.  Includes silent auction, 
  wonderful food, entertainment and more!  www.HomeHealthUnited.org, (608) 276-7590, 5:30ð
  8:30 pm, $35 per person. 
Nov 18  Downtown Baraboo Fall Wine WalkñDowntown Baraboo.  Wine tasting tour of selected down
  town businesses.  A tasty way to start the holiday season.  5ð8 pm, 356-3133. 
Nov 18  Wine Walk Film ñ The Full Monty.  Al.Ringling Theatre.  A great way to end the Wine Walk 
  evening!  FREE to wine walk participants, others: Adults, $7.50, Seniors/UW Students, $5.50.  
  Film Rated R.  8:30 pmðone showing only.  Sponsored by Johnsen Insurance. 
Nov 19  Baraboo Community Holiday Open HousesñMany locations.  Baraboo is decked out for the 
  holiday season!  Spend the day visiting local shops and attractions.  www.downtownbaraboo.com, 
  lacey@spaserenitydayspa.com 
Nov 19  WRPQ Downtown Baraboo Holiday Light Parade, See whimsical, brightly lit parade floats, 
  marching bands and more!  Followed by Santa lighting the Christmas tree at Al. Ringling Theatre 
  and visiting with kids. 6 pm lasting 45 minutes.  FREE 
Nov 19  St. Clare Auxiliary Holiday Bazaar & Bake SaleñSt. Clare Hospital Ringling Room,  
  8 amð1 pm, www.stclare.com, slesar@charter.net 
Nov 19  Womenõs Fair & Holiday Super SaleñBaraboo Arts Banquet Hall, 323 Water St., Holiday 
  shopping close to home!  Over 70 vendors.  Free drawings & demonstrations.  Silent Auction to 
  benefit Sauk Co. Humane Society. 9 amð3 pm.  Free admission.  225-1921. 
Nov 24  Happy Thanksgiving!  Enjoy with your family and friends and be thankful for everything you 
  have and hold dear.  
Nov 25  Black Friday in Downtown Baraboo.  Early bird sales and promotions at select downtown 
  merchants!  8 amð10 am.  lacey@spaserenitydayspa.com, www.downtownbaraboo.com 
Nov 26ñ27 Santa ExpressñMid-Continent Railway Museum.  Celebrate the holiday season in a uniquely 
  festive way aboard the 18th Annual Santa Express.  www.midcontinent.org, 800-930-1385, Times:   
  10 & 11:30 am, 1, 2:30 & 4 pm. 
Nov 26  Home for the Holidays in Downtown Baraboo.  Spend a weekend rediscovering the hidden 
  gems in Downtown Baraboo.  Each store is filled with unique holiday gifts you canôt find anywhere 
  else.  Enjoy coffee & lunch in downtown eateries and enjoy a cocktail afterwards.  Enjoy! 
Nov 26  Small Business Saturday ñ Shop Local!  Sponsored by U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 

Chamber Gift Certificates 
(Chamber Bucks) make a 
great gift!   

 

Birthdays, anniversaries, holi-
days or any special occasion 
is an opportunity to give 
Chamber Bucks.  Itôs the ideal 
gift because it reinvests in the 
Baraboo community.  And with 
over 150 area businesses 
accepting Chamber Bucks, 
thereôs always something for 
everyone! 
   
Chamber Bucks may be pur-
chased at the Chamber Visitor 
Center.  Theyôre available in 
$10 and $5 denominations.  
The certificates, along with a 
list of area businesses they 
can be redeemed at, are in-
cluded in an envelope ready 
for gift-giving. 
 

The business they are re-
deemed in then brings the 
certificates back to the Cham-
ber and we write them a check 
for the face value amount.   
 

The Chamber makes no mon-
ey on Chamber Bucks.  We 
just offer them to keep your 
hard-earned dollars in our 
community. 
 

The next time you need a gift 
for someone ð think Chamber 
Bucks! 

Great gift-giving 
idea! 
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Are your business brochures displayed at the Chamber  

Visitor Center?  

One of your benefits of membership is brochure placement at 

the Visitor Center.  We prominently display your brochure for 

visitors to see and take with them. 

We see not only tourists, but people who are moving to the area 

or have just moved here.  Make sure we have current brochures 

and weõll put them in peopleõs hands! 


