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Providing leadership for economic and community vitality. Board of Directors 
President 
Don Trimmer (Agriculture) 

dtrimmer@accelgen.com 

Accelerated Genetics 
 

Vice President 
George Althoff (Prof.) 

galthoff@live.com 
 

Treasurer 
Derek Cowan (At-Large) 

dcowan@baraboonational.com 

Baraboo National Bank 
 

Secretary 
Jean Sandmire (At-Large) 
sales@supremeawards.net 
Supreme Awards 
 

Past President 
Travis Zick (At-Large) 

tzick@me.com 
 

Other Directors 
Bill Brown (Retail) 

billbrown123@live.com 
Papa Bear’s Northwoods Store 
 

Steve Freese (Tourism) 

sfreese@circusworldmuseum.com 

Circus World 
 

Kate Fitzwilliams (Tourism) 

kate@savingcranes.org 

International Crane Foundation 
 

Robert Lange (At-Large) 

langeconsulting2271@gmail.com 
Lange Consulting Group 
 

Scott Larson (Retail) 

slarson@donlarson.com 

Don Larson GM Superstore 
 

Dan Lewison (At-Large) 

dan@don-rick.com 

Don-Rick Insurance 
 

Katie Maurer (At-Large) 

Katie.maurer@wegnercpas.com 

Wegner LLP 
 

Craig Philipp (Prof.) 

craigp@rivercitiesbank.com 

River Cities Bank 

 

Steve Schmelzer (At-Large) 

Steven.schmelzer@wisconsin.gov 

Devil’s Lake State Park 

 

Joel Soenksen (Manuf.) 

jsoenksen@teel.com 

Teel Plastics 

 

Rebekah Stelling (Retail) 

bekahkates@charter.net 

Bekah Kate’s 

 

 

Member Benefit 

Starting this month, we‟ll be 

featuring a Business of the 

Month.  On the 15th of each 

month, Chamber staff will 

“draw a name” for the follow-

ing month‟s featured business.  

When you‟re chosen, your 

business will receive: 

 Logo and mention in the 

Chamber Review 

 Mention in all Chamber e-mails 

 Display in Visitor Center lobby 

 Mention and link on Chamber 

website 

 

This is another benefit of member-

ship in your Baraboo Area Cham-

ber of Commerce.  Thank you! 

Business of the Month 
Culligan Total Water Conditioning 

1501 Lake St. 
356-7560 

www.culligan.com 

Is your summer flying by?  Ours 

sure is! 

There‟s lots going on, so enjoy it! 
 

Here at the Chamber, I‟ve added 

a Business of the Month program.  

It‟s another way your Chamber 

helps promote you and your busi-

ness.  Read more about it below. 
 

I‟ve been approached by a couple 

members wanting to offer mem-

ber-to-member discounts.  Are 

more of you interested in this?  If 

so, let me know and I‟ll develop a 

program that will pull it all togeth-

er.  (The two member deals are 

at the end of this column). 
   

We just welcomed thousands to 

the area during the Tough Mud-
ders challenge at Devil‟s Head 

Resort.  (I‟ll have some photos up 

on our website soon).  Thank you 

to Julie Gullickson and her 

Walgreens staff for handing out 

water and information, Mary 

Dressen, Becky Radke and Katie 

Maurer for staffing our table, and 

Rhyme Office Products for print-

ing the flyer.  We distributed 

information about Baraboo and 

promoted Chamber members, 

talked to many people and had two 

days of great people-watching!  We 

also came up with some marketing 

ideas for next year.  

  

Old Fashioned Festival was a suc-

cess!  With everything going on 

that weekend, we still had a good 

turnout.  I had the privilege of being 

a pie contest judge and enjoyed 

every bite!  It was great working 

with DBI on an event that helps 

promote all of Baraboo. 
 

Dreading the inevitable end of sum-

mer?  Then plan ahead!  On page 5 

is information about the Chamber 

Cruise scheduled for January.  Imag-

ine:  gentle waves, sandy beaches, 

warm sunshine and cold beverag-

es...and people catering to your 

every need.  Sound good?  Sign up! 
 

We‟ve got another great Business 

After 5 scheduled for August with 

multiple hosts.  I encourage you to 

make the most of these networking 

opportunities.  See the story on 

page 4 with results of a first meet-

ing at a Business After 5. 
 

It‟s August and the tourist season 

is in full swing!  There are many 

visitors in and around town so let‟s 

 

do everything we can to make 

sure they have a pleasant expe-

rience here and come back to 

visit.  Our recovering economy 

depends on it!   

 

It’s a great day in  
Baraboo! 
Debra Bauer 

Your Executive Director 

 

 

Member to Member offers: 

Bekah Kate’s is extending a 

special offer to fellow Chamber 

members!  Chamber Member 

Cooking Class Discount:  $5.00 

off any class registration when 

you sign up and pay by Sept. 1!  

Register for as many classes as 

you like, just mention this offer. 

Rhyme would like to offer 

Chamber members a special 

discounted office product pric-
ing plan.  Just contact Stephanie 

Regez at sregez@rhymebiz.com 

and she‟ll help you meet your 

business solutions.  Simply men-

tion you‟re a member and see 

what she can do for you! 

 

A little of this and a little of that... 



Member News & Announcements 

Submit your  

company news to 

keep your fellow 

Chamber members 

informed! 
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Your Baraboo Area 

Chamber of Commerce  

Staff: 
 

Debra Bauer 
Executive Director 
 

Brenda Gurgel 

Director of Marketing & 
Membership Services 

 

Sandy Gavin 
Office Assistant 

Thank you to these renewing 

members: 

 

Pizza Ranch 

Cold Water Canyon Golf 

 Course 

Ponderosa BP 

Mr K’s Liquor Store 

Kris Kohlman Property 

 Management 

Deppe Transit 

Open Range Communications 

Welcome! 

River Cities Bank recently 

announced the election of 

Dean Carter to serve on its 

Board of Directors.  Dean is 

currently the Controller for 

Gaskets, Inc. and was for-

merly the CFO and Senior 

Vice President/Commercial 

Relationship Manager for 

Baraboo Federal Bank/

AMCORE. 

Moonlight Specialties is 

closing 

Moonlight Specialties will 

close its doors for good on 

August 31.  Deb & Michael 

have big plans for the space.  

Stop in and check out the 

sale — everything is 50 to 

75% off!  Everything is for 

sale:  fixtures, racks, manne-

quins, etc. 

Amelia Earhart Send Off 

Party! 

Baraboo Kiwanis Club is hold-

ing a fundraising event on Satur-

day, August 6 at the Baraboo/

Dells Airport.  It is a dinner, 

dance, silent auction event to 

raise money for the Baraboo 

River Walk.  The event begins 

at 6 pm and organizers encour-

age 1930s attire.  Join in the fun 

for a great cause.  Contact 

Shawna Marquardt or Pete 

Premo for tickets or more 

information. 

(608) 356-3588 

marquardt.shawna@gmail.com 

Upcoming Golf  

Fundraisers: 
Saturday, August 20 

15th Annual Purple 

Monkey Open Baraboo 

Country Club 

Proceeds benefit Mary Roun-

tree Evans Field & Baraboo 

American Legion Baseball Pro-

gram.  For more infor-

mation, contact Eric Meyer 

at Monk‟s Bar & Grill, 355-

0977. 
 

Tuesday, September 20 

Walt Smith Charity Golf 

Outing 

Baraboo Country Club 

Proceeds benefit Sauk County 

Crime Stoppers, Boys & Girls 

Club and Baraboo Citizens 

Police & Fire Academy.  Con-

tact Walt Smith at 356-7474 

or e-mail at 

walt@smithcpallc.com 

Anytime Fitness Breaks 

Ground in Baraboo 

Anytime Fitness has broken 

ground on a 5,000 square foot 

facility on Highway 12.  The 

building‟s single-tenant, stand 

alone design will be the first of its 

kind for the Anytime Fitness 

franchise, which consists of over 

1,300 clubs worldwide. 

About 10 new jobs will be creat-

ed at the new club.  The location 

is set to open November 1, but 

you can sign up now at their 

trailer located in the parking lot 

of Weaver Auto Parts. 

Ho-Chunk Gaming  

Recognized 

 

Ho-Chunk Gaming—WI Dells re-

cently won nine 1st place awards as 

recognized by the readers of Mid-

west Gaming and Travel magazine.  

Ho-Chunk received a total of 24 

awards in various categories for 

hospitality and gaming picks.   

“We are honored and most appre-

ciative of these great compliments,” 

states Jones Funmaker, Ho-Chunk 

Gaming-WI Dells Executive Manag-

er.  “It makes me full of pride in 

our staff when we know our guests 

are pleased.  We are committed to 

delivering top notch offerings to 

our guests.” 

Schwarz Insurance Open House 

 

The public is invited to an Open House on Thurs-

day, August 11 from 4—6 pm at the new offices of 

Schwarz Insurance.  The office has moved to 401 

Broadway St., on the corner of Broadway and 2nd 

Ave.  Learn more about the agency and get a look 

at the beautiful new office space. 

Wild Bird Barn will be mov-

ing to its new home at 674 W. 

Mulberry Street (just north of 

the new Culver‟s) in Septem-

ber.  The current location on 

Hwy. 12 will close on Sept. 13 

and the new store will open on 

Sept. 24. 

Good luck, Diane, what a great 

location! 
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Member Spotlight — Burkhalter Travel 

Michelle Dent, Manager 

Burkhalter Travel has been in business since 1959, with the Baraboo branch being purchased 

in 2002.  There are 3 employees in the Baraboo office and 47 employees company-wide.  

Burkhalter has 8 locations that service mainly southern Wisconsin, but also have one loca-

tion in Iowa. 

Since she was a young girl, Michelle Dent has enjoyed travelling.  That, along with being a 

people-person, makes her a natural for the travel field!  Michelle also credits two junior high 

teachers who steered her in the right direction.  Making a lot of dreams come true is the best part of Michelle‟s job.  “It‟s 

the best feeling ever!”  she states, although there are the challenges, too, associated with detailed travel plans.  “It can be 

challenging making sure everything comes off without a hitch.” 

What sets Burkhalter Travel apart from similar agencies?  “We have a great staff that has nearly 70 years of travel agent 

experience just in this office.  Our Baraboo location books leisure, group and corporate travel, is well-versed in all areas, 

and we have technology in place that helps every traveler have a smooth journey!  We also have a 24 hour, toll-free, live 

help-line for our corporate travelers — and can be reached from nearly any country in the world!  We can do it all!” 

Meet a Chamber Ambassador — Teddie Szydlowski 

Job Title:  Member Service Representative at Summit Credit Union 

How long have you been an Ambassador & why?  I‟ve been an ambassador for 7 years 

and the reason I am is to be active in the community, know the business owners in the area and 

help make Baraboo be a more successful community for both business owners, visitors and resi-

dents. 

City & state where you grew up?  Baraboo, Wisconsin 

Are you a morning or night person?  Definitely a morning person — 100%! 

Siblings?  I have 2 much older brothers — 11 and 13 years older.  Both are in the financial field 

as well, one in Wausau and the other in Green Bay. 

Who is your celebrity crush?  Matt Damon 

Best advice you’ve ever given or received?  Don‟t sweat the small stuff! 

What Chamber event do you never miss?  Two — the golf outing and the crab boil. 

Three adjectives that best describe you:  outgoing, organized (a little ocd, maybe) and car-

ing. 

Habitat for Humanity needs your 

help! 

The Holmes and Johnson homes are get-

ting close, but help is still needed so the 

families can move in on schedule.   

In Baraboo, work days are scheduled for 

every Thursday and Saturday at 1353 Sil-

ver Drive.  In Portage, volunteer on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays at 519 Thompson 

St. 

For more information, contact office@hfhsca.org 

or www.hfhsca.org! 
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August Business After 5 

 

The next Business After 5 will be Monday, August 15 from 5—7 

pm at the Baraboo Country Club. 

Hosts of the event are:   

 Econoprint 

 Stark Company Realtors 

 Baraboo Country Club 

 Fore Seasons Restaurant  & Gem City Saloon 

 

Come experience the new management at the Country Club, 

learn more about all the host businesses and network with your 

fellow Chamber members. 

This event provides a great opportunity to introduce yourself to a 

Chamber member you don‟t know.  It could result in new business 

— like the story below! 

At the March Business After Five held at Pizza Ranch 

hosted by Magnum Broadcasting, Glen Weirauch and 

Maggie Andres from Mailboxes, Pack ‘N Ship intro-

duced themselves to Joan Stevens of Stevens Signs.  

They discussed their respective businesses and had a 

pleasant conversation. 

A couple months later, Glen was ready to have a new 

sign made for his store.  Who did he call?  Joan Stevens!   

A win-win business deal that occurred because Chamber 

members used the Business After 5 as a networking op-

portunity!  Mailboxes Pack „N Ship has a very attractive 

and eye-catching sign and Stevens Signs has a new cus-

tomer.  You could be next! 

Business After 5 Success Story! 

At the July Business 
After 5 at Circus World, 
fun was had by all!  If 
you didnôt join us, you 
missed out on great 
food and beverages 
which accompanied a 
description of the new 
attractions as well as the 
opportunity to watch the 
Big Top and Magic 
Show and walk through 
all the current displays.  
All this, on one of the 
hottest days on record! 
Thank you Steve 
Freese and staff! 

The winner of the 
Johnsen Insurance 
Biz/5 door prize at 
the July event was 
Maggie Andres.  
Hope you enjoy that 
20 quart Nesco! 
Thank you, Bill 
Johnsen, for your 
monthly sponsorship 
of this door prize! 

Lemonade Day & Brat Sale 

 

On Friday, August 5 stop by for a refreshing glass of lemon-
ade served to you by Boys & Girls Club members at these 
Baraboo locations: 
Culvers:  11:30 — 2 
First Weber Realty: 10 to noon 
Pierce’s:  11:30—1:30 
Sauk Co. Humane Society:  noon—2 pm 
Wild Apples:  11:30—1:30 

There will also be a brat sale from 
10ð2 on Friday at Pierce’s Market-
place and Friday evening from 5ð9, 
10% of all sales at Culver’s will be 
donated to the Boys and Girls Club.  
Show your support for a great pro-
gram! 
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Remember how loooong last winter 

was? 

PLAN YOUR VACATION NOW! 
 

Join us for a cruise of the 

Western Caribbean! 
On January 15, we‟ll be boarding the Mariner of 

the Seas for a 7 day cruise visiting Roatan, Belize 

and Cozumel. 

Join your Chamber friends for this fabulous 

cruise leaving Galveston, TX on Sunday, January 

15 at 4:30 pm. 

Michelle Dent of Burkhalter Travel & Cruise 

Shoppe is our consultant and can answer any 

questions you may have.  You can reach Michelle 

at 356-4999. 

You‟ll all be receiving more information soon 

about this great opportunity for a winter break.  

  

Double rooms per person: 

Inside Stateroom  $809.15 pp 

Oceanview Stateroom $1079.15 pp 
Further pricing options available. 
 

This is a great cruise at a great price and part of 

the proceeds come back to the Chamber.  What 

an easy & fun way to support your Chamber! 

Calendar of Chamber & Member Events 

Aug 4  Concerts on the Square—Downtown Baraboo— Performing tonight will be The Madison Brass Bandðin the British Band  
  Tradition.  7 pm.  info@baraboo.com.  FREE. 
Aug 6  Amelia Earhart Send-off Party.  Dinner, dance and silent auction benefit the Kiwanis Baraboo River Walk fund.  Baraboo/Dells 
  Airport, S3440 Hwy. 12, 6ð10 pm, $25 per person.  Contact 356-3588 or marquardt.shawna@gmail.com 
Aug 6—7  Floodfest 2011 — WI Big Cats Fundraiser.  Classic cars, trucks, live bands, pig roast, fireworks, mechanical bull, pancake break-
  fast,  bounce house, silent auction and much more!  Firemanôs Park, Rock Springs.  8/6 8 amð10 pm, 8/7 7:30 amð 4 pm 
Aug 11  Concerts on the Square—Downtown BarabooðPerforming tonight will be Rocky Jake Blues Band from New Orleans.  7 pm.
  info@baraboo.com.  FREE 
Aug 11  St. Clare Hospital Auxiliary Salad Luncheon.  Annual fundraiser featuring an assortment of fresh salads.  Glacier Rock 
  serves in the Clarion Hotel ballroom, 630 W. Pine St., 11 amð1:30 pm.  Tickets may be purchased in advance at St. Clare gift
  shop or Corner Drug Store.  d4ament@charter.net, www.stclare.com.  $12 
Aug 12  3rd Annual “Give Back” Benefit Concert, benefit concert to raise funds for restoration of Al. Ringling Theatre.  Al. Ringling
  Theatre, 136 4th Ave. 356-8864.  Tickets may be purchased at box office, Cornerstone Gallery or Corner Drug Store.  $10 
Aug 13  Summer Art Classic, one of the premiere small fine arts festivals in WI attracting artists from throughout the Midwest.  Juried
  artists in fine sculpture, glass, jewelry, painting, photography, ceramics & more.  Downtown Baraboo.  (608) 985-8076.  
Aug 15  Business After 5 — Baraboo Country Club, 5ð7 pm.  Hosted by Econoprint, Stark Company Realtors, Baraboo Country Club, 
  Fore Seasons Restaurant and Gem City Saloon 
Aug 18  Concerts on the Square—Downtown BarabooðPerforming tonight will be Od Tapo Imi Steel Drum Band.  7 pm.  FREE
  info@baraboo.com 
Aug 19—21 Badger Steam & Gas Engine Show, see antique engines and tractors in action.  John Deere is featured tractor.  Flea market
  crafts, antiques, food.  Showgrounds, S3347 Sand Rd., (608) 522-4905.  Adults: $7, under 12 free with an adult. 
Aug 23  Universe in the Park at Devil’s Lake, UW-Madison astronomers will present an evening of exploring the universe.  Park 
  Ranger will answer questions until dusk program begins.  www.wiparks.net, (608) 356-8301.  Park vehicle sticker required. 
Aug 25  Concerts on the Square—Downtown BarabooðPerforming tonight will be the Freistadt Alte Kameraden Bandðin the  
  German tradition.  7 pm, info@baraboo.com, FREE 
Aug 27  Big Band EntertainmentðReminisce with music from a bygone era.  The Hal Edwards Orchestra will perform.  7:30 pm,
  Devilôs Lake State Park, N. Shore Chateau, (608) 356-3381.  $5 cover charge plus State Park vehicle sticker. 
Aug 28  Music in the Park at Devil’s Lake, outdoor concert near north shore Chateau, featuring Cork & Bottle String Band.  Bring lawn 
  chairs.  Will include an ice cream social.  In case of rain, held inside Chateau.  6 pm.  FREE, park vehicle sticker required.

The fireworks were 

Spectacular! 

Thank you to our Gold Sponsor: 

Silver Sponsor: Ho-Chunk Gaming 

Bronze Sponsor: Viking Express Market 
Econoprint, Baraboo News Republic, Action Electric, Baraboo Lions Club, 

Baraboo National Bank, Cell.Plus/U.S. Cellular Agent, Dental Associates, Don
-Rick Insurance, Equity Cooperative, Harris Bank, Hill‟s Wiring, Kruse Motor 

Sales, Pierce‟s Marketplace, St. Clare Hospital, Terrytown Plumbing, Weaver 

Auto Parts, Wells Fargo Bank, Wheeler‟s Campground, WRPQ Radio/TV 43, 
Baraboo Valley Veterinary Clinic and all the individual donors. 
 

Thank you to all our Sponsors — big & small — we couldn’t do 

it without you! 
 

Special thanks and appreciation to: 
City of Baraboo, Village of West Baraboo, Baraboo Fire Department, Sauk 
County Sheriff‟s Department, Baraboo Police Department, Baraboo District 

Ambulance Service, Baraboo School District, Baraboo Concerts on the 
Square/Jerry Stich, and Chamber volunteers:  Ellen Allen, Bob Lange, Don 
Trimmer, Pete Premo, George Althoff, Karen DeSanto, Ron Gurgel, Bill 

Brown, Michelle Dent, Judy Gouwens, Lori Halvorson.  A special thank you to 
Bill Johnsen for the use of his golf cart and Bill Brown for his trailer to haul it! 
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Recent Ribbon Cuttings 

Fairway Mortgage 

Please welcome these new members: 

Just For Kicks Dance Studio 

114 4th Ave. 

Baraboo, WI 53913 

(608) 355-1311 

jfkds@centurytel.net 

www.justforkicksdancestudio.com 

Amity Meyer 

We have a relaxed, fun-filled atmosphere 

while promoting a positive learning envi-

ronment. 

 

Cranberry Connections 

1010 Wisconsin Dells Parkway 

Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965 

(608) 253-5145/(888) 992-3779 

carrie@cranberryconnections.com 

www.cranberryconnections.com 

Carrie Betz 

Offering a great variety of gift ideas for 

people of all ages!  Making Shopping Fun! 

Anytime Fitness 

434 Hwy. 12 

Baraboo, WI 53913 

(608) 356-3633 

baraboowi@anytimefitness.com 

www.anytimefitness.com 

Anne Phillips 

Affordable, convenient 24/7 fitness club with per-

sonal trainers and tanning available.  Opening in 

Baraboo fall 2011. 

 

Everlasting Hardwood Floors 

441 Hitchcock St. 

Baraboo, WI 53913 

(608) 355-5051 

Everlasting_floors@yahoo.com 

www.everlastinghardwoodfloors.com 

Jessica Esposito 

Locally owned building and remodeling design cen-

ter featuring products at distributor prices.  “The 

Home Center”. 

Schwarz Insurance 

Baraboo Range Preservation Assn. 

Just for Kicks Dance Studio 

Los Nopales Mexican Restaurant 

Baraboo Tours &  

Concierge Service 

Save the Date ð 
Crab Boil! 
Everyoneôs favorite 
late summer event is 
almost here!   On 
Monday, September 
12, weôll be enjoying 
crab with all the fix-
ings at the newly 
renovated Devilôs 
Lake north shore 
Chateau.  Let all your 
colleagues know.  An 
invitation will be com-

ing to you soon! 


